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1.What is e-waste ?

• Electronic waste, or e-waste, refers to all 
electrical and electronic equipment (EEE) 
and its parts that have been discarded by 
its owner as waste without the intent of re-
use 3 (Step Initiative, 2014).
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2.Imports on e-waste

• We used import statistics from the Harmonized 
Trade System for the calculation of e-waste for 
Suriname.

• Imports and exports on e-waste are usually captured in 
trade statistics, which use the global Harmonized Trade 
System (HS) codes as a classification unit. These HS 
codes do not distinguish between new and used 
electron.
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3.The Basel Convention
• Currently, there is one international law (the Basel Convention) that 

asks countries to report on quantities of imported and exported e-
waste. The Basel Convention classifies hazardous waste in terms of 
the substances in the waste materials.

• The treaty aims to protect human health and the environment by minimizing the 
production of hazardous waste and other substances. The treaty also aims to remove or 
process the waste as close to the source of origin as possible, to minimize the amount of 
hazardous substances and their danger and to restrict their movement across 
international borders (Preamble). 1 to 4 the lists of substances that fall under the scope 
of this treaty. Some of these are: biomedical and medical waste, used oils, used lead-
acid batteries, PCBs, paint additives, electronic waste (so-called e-waste), mercury 
and asbestos.

The Basel Convention on the Control of 
Transboundry Movements of Hazardous Wastes 
and their Disposal was ratified in Suriname on 19th

December 2011
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4.UNU-Tool and Trade Statistics
• To generate the e-waste statistics both 

UNU tools were used, 
• first the : “EEE put on market tool” where 

raw HS (imports from Trade Statistics) was 
imported and after the data was checked 
and screened  the “Put on Market (POM)” 
data was copied and pasted in the 

• second tool :“E-waste generation tool” 
where the e-waste is calculated and 
generated. See table 1 and graph1 and 2
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4.UNU-Tool and Trade Statistics
• The EU-6 Classification of electrical and 

electronic equipment under the six categories as 
set out in Annex III of the Directive 2012/19/EU 
on WEEE was used for Suriname’s estimation.
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4.UNU-Tool and Trade Statistics
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4.UNU-Tool and Trade Statistics
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5. Put on Market (POM) -Graph
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5. E-waste Graph  in tonnes
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6.Steps generating e-waste statistics
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7.Advantages generating e-waste statistics

• The Import data was available at the Trade 
Statistics Division of GBS (in house)

• The UNU manual has the list of all the HS 
codes that are linked to the UNU-keys

• The UNU team contacted me quickly and a 
short training was provided using the tool

• It took less than a month to calculate the e-
waste statistics using only import data.
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8.Challenges generating e-waste statistics

• Work overload

• Suriname has an import economy so import 
data was used, but ideal a survey of used 
appliances would make better estimates. 
Surveys are expensive.

• The data was not validated yet by other 
stakeholders in Suriname, so it can not be 
published yet.
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Conclusion
• If the data is validated and accepted it will be 

published in the 9th Environment Statistics 
publication in 2019

• Suriname will also report this data to the UNSD 
waste questionnaire.

15



THANK YOU
BEDANKT

16


	SURINAME’s�E-Waste Statistics�
	Content 
	1.What is e-waste ?
	2.Imports on e-waste
	3.The Basel Convention
	4.UNU-Tool and Trade Statistics
	4.UNU-Tool and Trade Statistics
	4.UNU-Tool and Trade Statistics
	4.UNU-Tool and Trade Statistics
	5. Put on Market (POM) -Graph
	5. E-waste Graph  in tonnes
	6.Steps generating e-waste statistics
	7.Advantages generating e-waste statistics
	8.Challenges generating e-waste statistics
	Conclusion
	Slide Number 16

